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EXECUTIVE CAPITAL BUDGETAND PROGRAM.

Hawaii’s ThousandFriendstestifiesin oppositionto approvalof the City Administrations
$1 billion dollarrequestfor projectnumber2007005Honolulu High CapacityTransit
Project.

Therequestfor funding to build thefirst phaseof the transitproject is prematurebecause
the Final EnvironmentalImpact Statementhasneitherbeenapprovedundera FONSI (ii)
or a final EIS approvedanda recordof decisionsigned(iii). In addition, federalfunding
is impossiblewithout aLetter of Intent(c) which cannot be given until certainconditions
aremet undertheENVIRONMENTALJMPACTANDRELATEDPROCEDURES(23
CFRpart 771) FederalHighwayAdministrationandFederalTransitAdministration
Effective:April 23, 2009 Title 23: HighwaysPART771—ENVIRONMENTALIMPACT
AND RELATEDPROCEDURES.

TheAdministrationsrequestfor fundingto Plan,design,construct,inspect.relocate.
acquirelandandequipmentfor the Locally PreferredAlterativeclearlyviolates§771.113
TimingofAdministrationactivitiesthusmaking it obviousthatthe Administrationwants
theresidentsof Honolulu to barethe soleburdenof payingfor this phaseof the project.
§771.113TimingofAdministrationactivities
(a) The leadagencies,in cooperationwith the applicant(if not aleadagency)will

performthe work necessaryto completea finding of no significant impact(FONSI)or
a record of decision(ROD)andcomply with otherrelatedenvironmentallaws and
regulationsto the maximumextentpossibleduring the NEPAprocess.Thiswork
includesenvironmentalstudies,relatedengineeringstudies,agencycoordinationand
public involvement.However,final designactivities,propertyacquisition,
purchaseof constructionmaterialsor rolling stock,or projectconstructionshall
notproceeduntil the following havebeencompleted,exceptas otherwiseprovided
in law or in paragraph(d) of this section:(emphasisadded).

(1)
(i) The actionhasbeenclassifiedas acategoricalexclusion (CE), or
(ii) A FONSIhasbeenapproved,or
(iii) A final EIS hasbeenapprovedand availablefor theprescribedperiod
of timeanda recordof decisionhasbeensigned.
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(2) For actionsproposedfor FHWA funding,theAdministrationhasreceivedand
acceptedthe certificationsandanyrequiredpublic hearingtranscriptsrequiredby
23 U.S.C. 128;

(3) For activities proposedfor FHWA funding, the programmingrequirementsof
23 CFRpart 450, subpartB, and23 CFRpart 630, subpartA, havebeenmet.

(c) Lettersof Intent issuedundertheauthorityof 49 U.S.C. 5309(g) are usedby FTA
to indicatean intention to obligatefuture fundsfor multi-yearcapital transit
projects.Lettersof Intentwill not be issuedby FTA until theNEPA processis
completed.(Emphasisadded)

SinceLettersof Intentto obligatefuture funds cannotbe issueduntil the NEPA process
hasbeencompleted((c) above)it is clearthat the intereston the requested$1 billion in
GeneralObligationbondswill bepaidsolely by Oahuresidents.In addition,any
shortfall from the GETtransitcollectionwill necessitatean increasein real propertytaxes
placingfurther financialburdenon Oahuresidents.What is the rush?

We urge the Council to not allow the solefinancialburdenof thisphasebeon the backs
Of Oahutaxpayersandto helpensurethatthe islandsresidents,natural,culturaland
historicalresourcesare adequatelyprotectedby letting the NEPA processproceedand
denyingthe fundingfor number2007005Honolulu High CapacityTransitProject.


